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responses in two different individuals,, except by assum-
ing varying degrees of instinctive proclivity. For, as
McDougall points out: ' The correct ascription of an
action, or a phase of behaviour, to a particular instinct
enables us to forecast the further course of behaviour?
It is because there are observable functional interde-
pendencies, common wakings and warnings, common
references to preceding causal excitement, that we find
the concept of instincts a simple and useful descriptive
tool. In one individual, we say, a given instinct is re-
latively weak, in another relatively strong; and in the
case of one and the same individual, we say that it is
easily touched off by such and such a set of conditions,
but not by such and such another set of conditions. Or,
again, we discover that for the species as a whole its
liveliness is thus and thus functionally dependent upon
such general conditions as age, internal physiological
conditions, etc."

We see, then, that even the behaviourist (provided that
he is not committed to that form of the doctrine which
Professor Tolman contemptuously refers to as " a mere
Muscle Twitchism of the. Watsonian variety ") finds that
the conception of instinct is indispensable.

Instinct in Psycho-Analytic Theory

The instinct theory propounded in this book as the
most fundamental part of human psychology finds
stronger support in the successes of another modern
development, namely, the psycho-analytic movement.
This book was written at a time when Professor Freud's
doctrines were only just beginning to make a noise in the
world, and it was written in entire independence, and
almost complete ignorance, of Freud's works. It is,
therefore, very satisfactory to find that the psycho-analysts,
approaching the problem of human nature exclusively
by way of the study of mental and nervous disorders in
the human subject, have arrived at the same fundamental
theory of human nature as that reached in these pages by
way of a comparative psychology based upon the hypo*